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A review of passive RFID sensing technology: The evolution

from identity recognition to pervasive intelligence and prospects
WANG Ju, JING Zhouyu, YU Ningping, NIU Jingdi, CHANG Liqiong

(School of Computer Science [ School of Software), Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China)

Abstract Pervasive sensing is a key enabling technology for the Internet of everything. However, convention-
al sensing modalities, constrained by cost, power consumption, and deployment complexity, struggle to serve
as the sensing cornerstone for this vision. Battery-free radio frequency identification (RFID) sensing technolo-
gy, leveraging its unique advantages such as battery-free operation, low cost, miniaturization, and inherent ID
capability, demonstrates significant potential in transitioning from a mere " identity identifier" to a versatile
"sensing terminal" , thereby offering a new technological paradigm for pervasive sensing. This paper systemati-
cally reviews the evolution of this technology, covering its progression from fundamental applications like iden-
tity management to advanced frontiers including spatial perception, behavior recognition, environmental sens-
ing, and health monitoring. Finally, the paper discusses the core challenges this technology faces in terms of
performance, intelligent integration, and security & privacy, and outlines its future prospects as a key enab-
ling technology for the internet of things.
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Fig.1 Schematic diagram of an RFID system
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Fig. 13 Diagram of the RFID-based passive soil mois-

ture sensing GreenTag system

Kl 14 JLT RFID g0 VAN GasTag R G0/ EIA
Fig. 14  Diagram of the RFID-based passive gas sensing
GasTag system
4.4 ET RFID Byik iR 71
R AR AL RHFUN AR 224G Tl 5T
o AU HEE N, 4 a0 bk P A e 2 e
BRI , 55807 3 205 B 5 5 Ll e A A



F6 M

A8 A TOUR RFID JBRIBARZR A - B 3 PR3 3138 3 8 RE ) k5 e 22

- 1191 -

5. M, Wang Fll Xie S84 5 #2 H T 3£ F RFID
4 AR WA IR 51 2 48 TagScan' ! 1 Tag-
Tag * (WL 15) .

_______________

RFID#r %
' wr |
-
(a) TagScan &4
”,
\
RFID#: % e 1 4% R 2%
(b) TagTag& 4

K15 kT RFID RMRAO BRI R S
Fig. 15  RFID-based low-cost liquid identification
system

TagScan RGRIUNE 15 (a) Bz, iz R GUF
I RFID {55 28 B W A % A= 1155 RE B 220 A
FHRBFE A RN A A, AR O PR A il ™, B
AR GO AR Ml R R 1, 365 45— L8 12 fih
X, N E ALY T B Fr g ol
AL . TagScan RELLHL T X 10 Fft & L A<
Chnbgs ALK oK B B AE) 1 94% (RGN
R . 5—J5ii, TagTag RGN A R EE RS
IS T4 fk P, DAY A ) 255 00 60 1 4 A1 vl
B0 5 B A AL, B AR A R BTAZ AL
PET P AEARAE A 5 FFIE 4 RSS ALY AZ 1L, LA
BEAESA AU B 4 Hle, Wi P 15 (b) B iR
LG K REID AR28 0 MMy ik i 1 3 5%,
O B STE Y (UK R TR ) B A
Yse, X L6 CUNS B JC U RFID BREE )Y 5 A B i)
AT R A S EA 5P . Taglag REIH
TR 23 B LR R A 95 % AT IR, H 3
FRZARZEIT S M, AR TR FEAS R 14 G 6
B4 ARG B AT o TagScan 5 TagTag R 45
ik T AR R AL ARSAS TR (H TR
) B RAT B, ASUEE X0 6 DB, [R) I, G 46

RGAETIG IR IR AR R % L1 T
PGS H BTl R i FUINR VG
4.5 ET RFID RyiREH AN

W IR BN AE Toly 2 4 rp B e 8,
SR , AL Ge e sh AL Bt 5 R FH o S A 151 T
FEAEARFRR REFE i 1 B, ELLIE F 28 [ AT
FEAZ BRI HT 20 Tolk R85 . O o %X — Pk %, Yang
SEPRH T — A LT RFID (194 2 4508 W5 I 3R 452
Tagbeat ™ | RGLEM WA 16 TR %R Gk bR
ZEMFE A AR BIRR I , 43w A R A T AR Bl
PRaE o2 K AR 2, DT BCA% B e 2 5 A 25
Z I HIEEES d(WIAREE B R dy ) o TEIEEA bR
RIRGIIUE S G , b5 2 SUHE 5 1 A 6 23 Bl R 5
AR AR SR A M U Bl , Lk 8l 5 PR B R S,
MR R . AT RHE S AR R AR
TERLAE , BRI RDRS AR A T4 30 5 (an & shibil) i 3R 3l
AR, HE I TR £ I AR AE S W iRl SR AL T
IEH TAERES

v

WA o=2,

Kl 16 Tagbeat {i%3h /&I R GMER]
Fig. 16  Diagram of the Tagbeat vibration sensing system

PRSI A 1% S (1] 9K T (ELAn T LA 4 fk
J7 2[RI R 31 4 B, 2 55— A B PR
IR, A, Xie 5552 H— LT REID Y3 £ il
AIRBEAN R GG TagSMM' ) L RGETT IO UKk
M 0 Sl A SRR R DX AR E T L (5
TR AN E , IR Bl IS B bR 45 1 3l 2
FEARAE 5 F A B 3245 BIAR 25 1 i S B AR 5 2 1)
AIARDL 22 S 15 5 P Y A B A, R A1 5
BN P 22 R AR AR T, S S BR AR AR ATk
IV 2 BB I S K R R 2V, A 17
7R o TRIESE, 2 11 B 5 s 107 FH P I8 P o8 SRR
JE R, % R G808 1 51 R B 25 HORS 48 B
RFID St e i) 2 Fhs ik , A ik— 2 3 i
Bl R AR A4 [ I DR S AR AR T ok Y
A FINBAE T, RSB 28 K 9 % 3l i B 1)
AR X oA FEE SR o



£ 1192 - VUL R 2F 240 HARBRE AR

555 %

3 ) SR

& 17 TagSMM JRsHEHN R FHE K
Fig. 17 Diagram of the TagSMM vibration sensing system

A bG8 2 48 B g T k5 rh iRl
ACIRAL AR A A 5K, AV Mo e HP AR SR AP A
— BRGNS R 2 AR R
B S B — PR SR LI 2 LR A
HI s % 5 Z SIREE T, % mAras K
ke

B AEPRSFHEON R, TG RFID 5@ i3 D Re ik
PREEBET, K PREE R B IR SR L, A
IR IR AE R AR O A it , AL e RSS sl
PASE SIS L, 3 4 BAS T FRBRA A
KT,

K4 LT REID RGFRERN T AR 555
Tab.4 Summary of RFID based environmental perception work

R S Bo ik s O
o T 5 A
e RS lfi HUBOCIFEARZ K ﬁQM@%i@r
>
FRAMIE A RSS, BEIFEM RN +E -

T W S S A
TR i R AR JolE % TIESAUFE K
SR RSS i SEGHMENIRG: R URA SURHR R

PRI L
i ) RSS Az A g
S it A ek e i
e, TGRS 5RO DL T
g MO AR T iﬁﬁ;m”%mb iﬂgm*éﬁ“
I

5 ANREREMmEEREM

AR RFID F AR HL & e fi 5 i 3 B
N ] Z AR AZ O R FH TG R RFID bR,
i g I o) A HLAE .5 A i f B s DU AR A L &
PRGN 2 ity , SR 5 8 22 BOK AP ) RFID (5] 132 25 >k
PRI AR R IR ML A B 4G 4 A A fd bR
f8h5. RFID BOARSEAE HAE & (&) T 5 B Sl
WHLAR L) | R U (REA B RS 5 5) /D
RIE (5 FAE B AT 2R 3 48 ) SRR A, IE R
2 AT AR 283 ) R
5.1 ETFRFID {iREZLEMETERS

DRAZI N 2R G ARk« 2 s R 407 (clicker
system ) B 2F A2 M [ R G5 (SRS) |, J& —Ffp I TR 4L

HOERORITHCR BR TR & X HOT AR |-
S [0 1], 9 B IS 4 2 ) 1 2
R iClicker ™ %K YL R A R
I HORAHE R Z —. AT, DA VR R
(O 4 A7 A 5 RERE T S 1%
[FIAE, Changs S 4t — i - RFID (96 98 (1
AR B 3 5 TD-Clicker ', JL2% 24 i 25 263
WIF 18 . WRGEAE T RFID B4 i — 1D
BB A 1D 5251 3 R e
FETCUNA™ B ) TR . AL RFID b
5 e IRIRIT 36, 4 R AR
LT S, BT S RFID 85 15 R 2 ]
S S AR RS A B 45 , M T
% 1D KRB R L9252k 5 3 R 2% % 1D-
Clicker R 0 FFL 1263 AR IAUAS G0 T A9



F6 M

A8 A TOUR RFID JBRIBARZR A - B 3 PR3 3138 3 8 RE ) k5 e 22

- 1193 -

Pl TR X R A4 BRaE e e A B A% sh BAy
RT3 T DR R 5 ) 1 58 LA R
AR E R A o

[& 18 ID-Clicker i 38 H 2%

Fig. 18 ID-Clicker classroom interaction system
ID-Clicker 405 IR MR 1 1 58 TR i i 2R
GE A5 DIAG IR L, (E PR 20y 58 L 5ROk

F, HARIBAAAE 28 B Y RE . — (JC k3 e 00
Z e H A AR ) MERE S PR (Y TR R MR
DRELIN, Z AR AE T RE R B 3 v I 1) 5
Ja BAERC (AL R B R g it, 52
I B AR ) SRR .

5.2 ET RFID FEHAZERE

TERBER T, A i 45 ) O X A
FHLRE A G 5 58 B AT AE — /2 R BRAE T
B RETHILAE T8 0 B 52 2 i) o T D104 5 T
T, T T B 45 7 Le T SOR AL R A S 5 R
(AN S 19 1T 658 B ) SR AR AR R A
RFID $r%s 5 T A HH PSRt o S
BT TR AR S HARE TR A T BE
Wang 55421 | —Ff 5 T RFID 4% i £ 2544 119 T
EMABA ARG ™ K 19 FiR, %R 2
A RFID 05 3 2o iy 2 7% 45, A 1 1 A m] J R

BRI A RS, 2 1 P TR e &k B TR
BT ) S, 2 n R AL R AT A2 A, T
B 2 A RFID AR 48 B(5 5 4R AE , 33X 26742 A0 Al
RFID e 3eas LA, Ift— T A 1)
LHTFH,

A, Katsuragawa 45 42 Hi 19 Tip-Tap 2R 45 |
ST AT S e R R AT R A 20
(a) 7, 1% F G0 w] 10 P XU AN [R) AL 2 fih Fsf
K2 B B AT . Z RS TERHE TS

O 8] 7 42 fih A B 20 20 G, > e b el 1 A

RFID 38575 2 P R AR I, 456 fih i 4 57 454 4
K120(b) frne P BUGHE ML, 2 4>F R
RIS — e B )RR, X 2 B Rk T
HERERY RFID S8 R @A v 38005 , 96 1 ) 1 4% ml 12
IR 2 MBS AR R 1D 4145, RS it i) — 2
EIHUS R AR R

PR b

D e xa

— B — D:
@ ®) =
By

Kl 19 RFID (R T8 s A R 5¢

Fig. 19  RFID transmission line finger sliding input system

%
N1 S]

T

.— A

SO

(a) Tip-Taplfl &ir &

fil R
RFIDESF \—

“:8 == \\’ - o
ls0

\
8 emk £ 5‘

(b) Tip-Tapf %3t & ¥4

[5120  Tip-Tap RGN A

Fig.20  Schematic diagram of the Tip-Tap system

X 2 Ff RFID P H R G0 8B RES 0 1R
T QUE AT 3, (B SE R TR B AR IF A7 A
RZ S, PN A S EAE RIEVEA L AT
BRI AR A R AT 3 T3, )5 & URE IR
B RUEE B T i ) 1D A5 S TEE S A A T
o CANERE SR AR MR |, MELLE R BE A
R AR R BRVE LA S AT TR s , PR 17
il 150 1 RS
5.3 ET RFID {)iT BB FR L

RFID B ARAE H T A 1 5 2155
SEH., i AT LY 2 AR A i i AR 2 A
Z IR W], BT RFID 4 B B0 R 58
TESE B L lh i A5 A I B JE R P RE Y [ 1, RE
2 BRI RUSAS A , Sy R A S (8] B
Pefit Tl Re . RIYTRUEA N B, 1 i Y



- 1194 -

(LBl QSR S)

555 %

JRER (uric acid, UA) , $T IF Ifil B ( ascorbic acid,
AA) FENES T 55 AL WIFR ) , S B W Ag BROIR 2 1)
HEFEbR o TR AT S
A B TAE 0] K e BT TR BT A RS

(4 DAC) Az 3140 s i L ADC JEAT B R A
Wi-Fi sl 5 8, & 2UR R D Fe i i 1t
200 mW,

N RN T7 5 1 = D FEFR 1, Jiao 554 H
TR T AL P B S ) IR A DR
TR R G BioScatter'™ | J 2 e 4 Ay i 78] 21
(a) 7R o I ARG S 1) HUH TR E R 55 0 e
Wik v i, N RFID [ 352 g S i D R B 5
HRARIBCRE R , DA TTT 31 2l 8 A T R0 R 25 T
YEo FERREEBEAT TARRE, MCU g S5 0 2% A i

25

AR HEL T 15 5 Tt i T # e 2 1 JA ) CAR R
Mo HAL AR RS 28R T A A F HAR )
CHNPRIR HUIRILAR ) B A [R) e JBE O 4007
R, 277 A 5 e JRE A S A R AR P HL SR M o ]
21(b) PR R A HL AT I A 26, 1] 21 () RPN
LR 14 VL YA 5 2, R 2 BN [R) V98 o B e
FET, L A0 B A S R (AR AN R, R, LU
25 R RS R A EORASAE o [R]IS, D S BETEE |
TCUE R, 2% AR SR T RFID A B 1) 5
R, (o T FRL AR ] P9 L 3 3 P T R R 2
SPIRZS, Ha i PWM 47 A O 6 20 A A S
TE B Bedn i 1 LA BRI . LR LR S
TEREIN T 3 P e B A M RUA RS 1 5 e
JERSRTSEBL T 98. 5% H IR i E , B A T A6 A
313.5 wW, ARG IR T 3 MR 2.

TR LI /A

(GO ——— = 20

< 5

TR L B «l\§ 10

g

, Red

B assasgesed ¥ o

5

) -10
—HR -k 0

(a) BioScattertn & i {7

Tt L/ V
(b) FR IR HE 2 fh £

8 pimol
16 umoliL
24 pmol]
e 32 gL
A—AU/Axyﬁ ) N ——
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8
it on FL R/ V

(c) FLIRAm L I I B 2k

0.4 0.6 0.8

[l 21  BioScatter {8k R 45 S i il 2.

Fig.21 BioScatter sweat sensing system and test curve

BioScatter £ 4t S I 1 VT WA 1) TCIRAIG
IHFEZERE AE A I3 Bl 5 A= 0 s 25 3 T P A
FR, BICSCHRPRIR PR MR NS 1 3 FbRak W,
JC B i I FLIR 55 B 22 SC S g BR A A, [ I
A S fl 9 1) 2o A v, = F BROA T g 2
BEUIR , X2l R EZ A YEIP A
5.4 £TF RFID g:vi8 ECG BA R

Fr2l it .0 e |8 (electrocardiogram , ECG ) W il
XL eSS 1 LTS BB, 2O R A
VEZRAAE ATV BB T 4255 H 15 Sl ], PR R
PRI LT B 4 R I TEDRE TR 98 7 251 R e 1Y)
B E o BRI HRIERM R G T SN B B2
ot Hy I HE Y F AR G e, X BR T AR IS SR
A TR0 mAI N . 8Tk 8], Jiao
SGHE T —Fh LT RFID A TG AR L TCZ L
HUGHI 2R 52 ZEROECG ™, HAEAR AN 22 (a) iF
MRo TESEPRE T, BE R ISR 208 ok B RFID
5] 52 i R S LA e A s e v ) L A

M RS, X R GUR O R SR LA DDA
U RA SRR RL A 220 LIRS 5 &
AL T S FEL B PO DB 9 RS S A 22 LR 5
BT E AR — 253 MU R RFID FR4288 1
L9 MOSFET A AR it s o HEBOR B AE T,
% MOSFET {52 ] A2 HAL G F S hR %8 R A%,
HEHYKE ECC At [RS8 AL , A IR O B BOE 2l
A HA ) BUAR S A B O E S

T Bl e i , JE A X6 B 1) WO 5 EA T AR
RIS 0o ECG {55 . ZEROECG RGEHA
PRBUN TG G RF 5, T R LIS B O JE
BFIT, BRI SE BE T — Ak IR ECG M52k il
Wik 22(b) Frzs . AE RFID ] 332 45 i, 38 1 A 4
Bl 5, RPATR A0 i ECG 55 0 fEFLSE
Yyt N IR % AR G AR A A DI RE
SEPL T Ik 95. 8% 1 ECG BAIEEE , il 22 ()
JIs AR (0 i 2 O R 0 L RO 7 Easy
ecg monitor ™' FFIIAR 1 A& ECG {55, 41 €5 i £



F6 M 2,55 JOUE REID ERIHARZEIER - S 3R 215 1

RERY RS e 1195 -

4 ZEROECG RGPl f3#) ECG {55, J5 #H W
IBFIBRATE LA R ECC BHIRCR o

S ZEROECG RGBT IR JCL O e
fr S R, (FHATA AR 5 B 5 2 T30
i‘c‘?LZﬁJﬁﬁﬂT&i‘?ﬁ b%lﬁﬁo B, 1% Z& 50

H Sl

S 17 R D)

ADS232 ECG scaling
ECGH&

( a) ZEROECGHRZ ¥ fHHE

5.5 EF RFID WRERM RS

MR S 7k MRS 00 £ o i34 — 01 2 245 A, K )
ST T RE B T OGS T R
DRI , R 0 R Al o7 399 242 39000 990 )y 1 2
Pfpg HAT T o SR, A e MRV W ) 5% 4% 1
PRI B i o PR LR W R R A T S B
Filo JofpiZ o) B, Li 2648t —FhJE T RFID &%
49K BRI TC IR TE 28 IR Wi 2R 48 Cyclops ™
N 23 (a) iRk, 4% R GHE A TAER, RFID [
PR Sk S 15 5 9T W TE R Cyclops FR/fit
Bt , SR ARF AR F 70 e 2 5 0 e T R 5 1 T 3 R A
SRS ST S R KR BT (75 Kk B T

S 1a) s E%JME%
RFIDJ i %8
g Rt
)
55 A R4 S B /
e RFID: K
() RETIERRE

>

RFIDFRZ  ECGHIHE

(b) ZEROECGHs % 1 H 7

K22 ZEROECG .L» AL BT 28 GEAE [ S SRR (£
Fig.22 Block diagram and perception effect diagram of ZEROECG electrocardiogram perception system

BE ARSI, TP a2 Bl AR R IR AR AR X A% |
LA 2 s s b, th TR R Gk = &
SN I 12 SRS M E S R, AW
T2 22 Gt T RE X SRR FR R B o

— BEFOHEL ~ ZEROECGR% _
o] AI,J,A I“
Wz \

,ﬂp A
AWl Yol il Vi
0 05 1 15 2 25 3 35 4

=3
@ -
=

- <

v fhCs Fi ]

=
12

\

|

|

(¢) ZEROECG AN L HL B 5

R BT B 56 2, R, RFID S8 B 3 o s )
HRARIVEECAR , AT (6] BAG THIR He 33k 68
HATERUN RS P AR 45 REID Pl it . JEORTHR
HEIbRR T —Fh 3 JRRZ 4, Qi 23 (b)
PR, a4 2 A RTE AR 6 Jj K= ( Bk
RJZM P ERLSZ) M1 JE i PDMS 5 HCS R4
ORI R AL R L 1% 3 245 M) K )n

Weal PDMS FRbe e, LR 2 e )y 2 1 s 302
fRRZ. 2% AR 255 90Kk B4k RFID Jg&
R, SEBLTARACHY RIIHE Iz B s (IR S 7
B T AL G i AL T A BUR (Bt A 1) AL

— 4iPDMS

< - VR T
SRR B A
—~ PDMS 5HCSIR &2

B RE&ER RN

r'/%;
i\
i

= R K& R

—~ A PDMS

(b) Cyclopstr% & G 42 #4

& 23 Cyclops HR Wil 2R GE K]

Fig.23  Diagram of Cyclops intraocular pressure monitoring system
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